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IN MEMORIAM

[ PROFESSOR AN VETROVANU. PhD |

Quite unexpectedly, one of the intollectu-
als of widest scholarly achievement: in the
country, & highly gifted and profound mathe-
matician, Professor 1lan Petrovanu passed
away, thus becoming an inestimable ahsence
in the Romaman cullure and in Bomasnian
mathematics.

Born on Jannary 20, 1930 in tho eity of
Tasi in a family of distinguished intelicctuals
{providing him with a rather sophisticated
educational background), he is sent for his pri-
mary studics (1936—1940) to the Voeational
School sponscred by the Girls' Teacher Trai-
ning School in Cerniutzi; then, between 1940
and 1948 he is a secondoary school student o
the National Lycoum of Iasi, the “Aron Pum-
nu“ Lyceum in Cernidutzi. and the Voeational
Lyccum of lasi: in 1848 he graduates as o valedictorian. The same vear
he enrolls at the College of Mathematics and Physics (Section of Mat-
hematics), the AL L Cuza® University of lasi, which he graduates
summa cum loude in 1952. As he was particularly gifted for the study
of mathematics. he had been noticed carly in his carcer by his illustri-
ous professors Al. Myller, O. Mayer, M. Haimovici, A. Haimovici, I.
Creanga, 1. Popa. Gh. Gheorghiev and others for his scholarly kecnness
and inventiveness. As carly as his junior year he was appointed a tea
ching assistant at the High Pedagogical School and the following year
(1951) he was given a similar position at the Institute of Mathomatics
sponsored by the Iasi branch of the Romanian Academy.

After being drafted and completing military service, e returns to
his college as an instructor. Between 1953 and 1956 he is a graduatc
student working for a PhD at the Iasi branch of the Romanian Aca-
demy, whose Institute of Mathematics hires him as a senior research
scholar until 1965. At the same time he holds the jiob of an Assistant
Professor in the Department of Mathematics and Pliysics, the %Al T.
Cuza“ University. Here he gave lectures and conducted seminars in
such various mathematical subjects as Elementary Mathematics, Ana-
lytical Geometry, Algebra, Calculus of Variation, Ordinary Differential
Equations, Equations of Muathematical Physics. Numerical Analysis.
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congresses, and also represented our country in the caltar
Programs with Bolgiune (19735) and Last Germany (4 H74).

He was o steady 0nd reliable member of Uie YAl Myller® Seminge
of Mathematics, contributing personally in reorganizing its library and
in having its eollections of books and magazines permanently enriched.
With tweo younger colleagues he founded the Faculty Differontial Equ-
ations Regsourse Seminar whose active member he was {o his last day.

Profossor Petrovanu's runge of preoccupations woent far beyond the
field of mathematics. A man of ample crudition, with varied and pro-
found knowliedge in IHerature, history, music, the arts, cle, & good
speaker of English, French, German, Halian, and Russian, he undertook
highly spectalized 1escarch in domains of the humanities, with particu-
lar emphasis on Emincscology, and published a number of 05%aYs in
cultural and literary magazines.
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This multifariously powerful 'personality also had a great passion
for the game of chess: as a young man he proved to be highly gifted
for this mind’s game and obtained excellent results in some national
contests. He was the founder of a school of chess, which he coordinated

cars and which instructed chess-players to represent our
university in various competitions,

As a professor and member in the Mathematics F
contributed with great tact and understanding in er
generations of research workers and teachers and in
important administrative problems, or of a kind
the prestige of this important college of the Univ

Professor Dan Petrovanu was a man of extensive culture, of un-
usual modesty and spiritual nobility, of great generosity and tenderness,
a highly gifted and praised specialist whose death meant an irrepara-
ble loss for the University he served with singular devotion and ability,
Everything he left behind Places him among the most brilliant figures
of the University in the period after the war and of Romanian culture
by and large, ensuring for him a permanent memory and considerate
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appreciation,

NICOLAIE LUCA



