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PROFESSOR DR. C. CORDUNEANU
ON HIS 70-TH ANNIVERSARY

BY

N. LUCA

The professional of great international prestige in the field of func-
tional equations (differential, integral and integral–differential equations;
equations with partial derivatives, the theory of approximation and of opti-
mal control and other classes of operational equations), with a distinguished
didactic and professional activity was born on the 26th of July 1928 in the
town of Iaşi as the first child of a family of remarkable teachers, as is attested
by documents.

He went to primary school in the village of Potângeni (Movileni) in
the county of Iaşi, where his parents were working at the time. Every year
he was awarded the prize for excellency in his class. After graduating from
primary school he took a competitive examination following which he was
enroled as a student of the Military Secondary School in Iaşi, where he
studied for four years.

Following the occupation in 1944, the Military Secondary School in
Iaşi was evacuated to Câmpulung Muscel, where he completed his 5th grade.
The 6th and 7th grades he completed between 1945–1947 at the Military
Secondary School in Predeal. He then completed with excellent results the
final Secondary School year as a result of private tuition.

He passes the baccalauréat in Iaşi, in September 1947, with a severe
examination commission and with excellent results.

Even as a secondary school student, among the other subjects, he
manifested great interest in the exact sciences, being on active collaborator
(composer and solver) of problems for the Mathematical Gazette. In 1946
and 1947 he was awarded prizes in contests in the exact sciences, and in the
latter year he came out first for the entire country.

These must have been the reasons why, in the fall of the year 1947,
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he chose the Faculty of Science of the ”Al. I. Cuza” University of Iaşi (in
the Mathematics section), from which he graduated with excellent results
in only three academic years, passing his licence in February of 1951.

Owing to his talent and exceptional training, while still a student,
more precisely on October 10th 1949, he became an instructor. On Decem-
ber 1, 1950 he was promoted assistant lecturer and later on February 1,
1955 senior lecturer in the Department of General Mathematics.

Between 1950 and 1954 he worked also as an assistant lecturer at the
Polytechnic Institute of Iaşi and between 1954 and 1959 he taught half a
teaching load at the Mathematics Institute of the Academy in Iaşi as a
principal researcher, a position which became permanent in 1960.

In 1965, following a competitive test, he was appointed reader at the
Faculty of Mathematics and Physics and in 1968 professor in the same
department. Starting with 1972 and until he left the country he was Vice–
Rector of the ”Al.I. Cuza” University of Iaşi. He was also Rector of the
Pedagogical Institute of Suceava which he led with excellent results for two
years, until 1968, when he was appointed Dean of the Faculty of Mathe-
matics and Mechanics, a position in which he functioned with competence
and patience, putting into place the future organizational structure of the
faculty.

The didactic activity of Professor C. Corduneanu was of the highest
professional and pedagogical standard. He taught various courses, particu-
larly in the field of differential and integral equations, of equations with par-
tial derivatives, of mathematical analysis and of numerical analysis, where
he also taught the corresponding seminars.

He also published these courses in printed form, some of them in
several editions and translated in languages of international circulation.

In the field of 1977 he left for Trieste, Italy, where he had been invited
to present a series of conferences on the qualitative theory of certain classes
of functional equations, a field in which he had obtained remarkable original
results, appreciated by the world’s greatest professional in the field.

Starting with 1978 he settled as a professor with tenure at the uni-
versity of Arlington, Texas, where he remained for twenty years until his
retirement on August 1, 1996. He taught as a professor at some of the
best universitites in the United States (Rhode Island, Kingston, Knoxville–
Tennessee).

His research activity also is indeed remarkable. He is the author of
more than 150 publications in numerous journals of international prestige in
Romania, the United States, France, Italy, Japan, Great Britain, Germany,
Russia, China and Israel. Of these, 4 are volumes which have appeared in
ten editions (three in Romania and seven in the United States and Britain).
These volumes are: Almost Periodic Functions, 1961, the Academy Printing
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Press, completed in 1968 with V. Barbu and N. Gheorghiu’s collaborations,
later published by the Chelsea Publ. Co. of New York and subsequently re-
vised again; Principle of Differential and Integral Equations, Allin & Bacon,
Boston, 1971 and Chelsea, 1977 and 1988; Integral Equations and Stability
of Feedback Systems, Academic Press New York, 1991.

A new book is to be published in Britain soon, dealing with func-
tional equations with causal operators. Mention should be made of the fact
that he was also on the editional boards of a number of journals of special
international acclaim.

As a distinguished scholar and head of department at the Institute of
Mathematics of the Romanian Academy of Iaşi he employed and advised
gifted researchers who subsequently confirmed their mentors’ expectations.
Some of the future mathematicians that he advised and encouraged per-
manently are today’s professors N. Gheorghiu, V. Barbu, P. Talpalaru, C.
Simirad, S. Aizicovici, the last three now living in the United States.

He used to supervise their professional activity permanently and some-
times chaff some of them, not from any wickedness, but from the thought
that their results were not those that he expected. He always made the proof
of a great good man, very affectionate towards all his students, colleagues
and teachers.

The period when he worked in Iaşi represents a moment of reference in
the evolution of mathematical studies in Iaşi, on which he left a deep mark,
contributing to the advancement of modern areas of research and promot-
ing new directions which would soon become imposed internationally. The
school of the qualitative theory of differential equations, with its main cen-
tre, the information group concerning the theory of differential and integral
equations, which he founded in 1957 has gained increasing international
acclaim.

His interest in topology and the applications of topological methods
and of functional spaces, functional and category theories first appeared and
evolved in Iaşi, primarily through the efforts of Professor C. Corduneanu,
an innovating spirit of particular dynamism, who managed to establish a
climate most proper to modern research, in close connection to international
research.

Professor C. Corduneanu was one of the initiators and later founders
of the ARA, whose president he was for a time.

He has participated in over 100 mathematical conferences and con-
gresses in many countries with a tradition of mathematical research, such
as the United States, France, Italy, Japan, Great Britain, Germany, Russia,
China, Israel, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, the Slovak
Republic and Canada.
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In the U.S.A., from 1981, he has been editor of Libertas Mathematica,
which has now reached its 19th issue and has benefitted by the collaboration
of reputed professionals.

Mention should be made also of the fact that in the difficult times
when state finding for the acquisition of books and journals for the ”Al.
Myller” Mathematical Seminar were drastically cut down he continued to
provide the seminar regularly and at his own expense, books and journals
for the completion of the library’s resources.

In recognition of his remarkable professional achievements, in 1974
he was appointed Distance (Correspondence) member of the Romanian
Academy, and in 1994 he was awarded the honorary title of Doctor Honoris
Causa of the ”Al.I. Cuza” University of Iaşi.

Obviously, this presentation fails to cover all the facets of the rich
and varied professional activity of Professor C. Corduneanu as a prominent
personality of the international professional community.

However, following the preceding arguments, we can safety assert that
the entire mathematical community of Iaşi owes a great deal to Professor C.
Corduneanu and wishes him, on the occasion of the present jubilee, many
happy returns, excellent health and activity resources and may he achieve
many further excellent results.

”Al.I. Cuza” University

Faculty of Mathematics

6600 Iaşi
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